Perham High School Eligibility Guidelines

For Students Involved in Activities
The following guidelines have been added to the High School Student Handbook.  These issues are being added to establish a higher standard of expectations amongst all PHS students who are involved in “League” (Minnesota State High School League); and school sponsored, non-League activities.

With this mindset we call for a provision within our High School which acknowledges that all students are a “member in good standing” until they have violated the student code of Conduct.  As a member of the student body in good standing they may participate in those activities considered to be extra-curricular in nature.  As in society, should a student choose to violate this code they will be excluded from those “extra” activities.

Students who violate eligibility rules may practice but may not travel, dress for contests, or sit in team designated areas during contests.
Perham High School will follow the established MSHSL eligibility rules with the following exceptions:


Activities have been placed in two categories by the high school league.


Category I: 
 All MSHSL interscholastic competition in athletics, speech or one-act plays.


Category II: 
All music activities, FFA activities, FLA, and school plays or other activities sponsored by Perham High School.  We include, but do not limit these activities to:  Homecoming and Snow Week activities, student council, National Honor Society, Mock Trial, language clubs, Close-Up, national and international trips, Renaissance, graduation activities (except commencement exercises, but w/o honors), Knowledge Bowl, and the community musical.  Events that are considered to be a graded component of the classroom are excluded.

Consumption
Rule for Category I

During the school year or during the season of practice, play or rehearsal, regardless of quantity, a student shall not use a beverage containing alcohol;  use tobacco;  or use or consume, have in possession, buy or sell or give away a controlled substance including anabolic steroids and inhalants.  


Penalty for the first violation: Confirmation of the first violation the student shall lose eligibility for the next four weeks or four consecutive events in which the student would participate, whichever is greater.  (At least two of these events must be in Category I.)  A student may reduce the penalty by satisfactorily completing the information course provided by the school.  The penalty will be two weeks or two events, whichever is greater.  Written notification will be sent home and parent or adult must attend information course.


Penalty for the second violation: Confirmation of the second violation the student shall lose eligibility for 8 weeks or 8 consecutive events in which the student would participate, whichever is greater.  (At least six of these events must be in Category I.)  Students who have not attended the information course must attend to regain eligibility.  After completion of the information course students must undergo an assessment by the county or other appropriate agency approved by the school.


Penalty for the third and subsequent violations: A student will lose eligibility for 18 weeks or 18 consecutive events in which the student would participate, whichever is greater.  (At least 12 of these events must be in Category I.)  Students must attend the information course and they must also undergo assessment by the county or other appropriate agency approved by the school.

Rule for Category II

Penalty for the first violation: Confirmation of the first violation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next four weeks.  A student who successfully completes the information course offered by the school shall serve two weeks.  Students must attend with an adult.


Penalty for the second violation: Confirmation of the second violation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next eight weeks.  A student who has not completed the information course must complete it.  A student who has completed the course must undergo an evaluation from the county or a school approved program to regain eligibility.  


Penalty for the third and subsequent violations: Confirmation of the third violation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next 18 weeks.  Students must attend the information course and they must undergo an assessment by the county or other appropriate agency approved by the school.


Penalties shall be accumulative beginning with and throughout the student’s grades 9-12.  Penalties for grades 7 and 8 will be the same as above but will not accumulate. 

A student involved in Category I and II must meet the criteria for each rule.

Possession

Rule for Category I and II


 No student shall possess alcohol or tobacco. Possession of controlled substance is addressed under Consumption.


Penalty for the first violation shall be: Confirmation of the first violation the student shall lose eligibility for the next four consecutive interscholastic events or four weeks of a season in which the student is a participant, whichever is greater.  Attendance at information course will reduce penalty to two events or two weeks, whichever is greater.


Penalty for the second violation shall be: Confirmation of the second violation the student shall lose eligibility for the next eight consecutive interscholastic events or eight weeks of a season in which the student is a participant, whichever is greater.  A student who did not complete information course must do so in order to become eligible.  No exception is permitted for a student who becomes a participant in a treatment program.


Penalty for the third and subsequent violations shall be: The student shall lose eligibility for the next 18 consecutive interscholastic events or 18 weeks of a season in which the student is a participant, whichever is greater.  Students must complete the information course offered by the school.

Sexual, religious, and racial harassment* (See attached District Policy GBAA)

Rule for Category I


Penalty for first violation: Confirmation of the first violation the student shall lose eligibility for the next four weeks or four events, whichever is greater.  (At least two of these events must be in Category I.) A student may reduce the penalty by satisfactorily completing the information course provided by the school.  The penalty will be two weeks or two events, whichever is greater.  Parents will be notified and the student must complete the information course.


Penalty for second violation: Confirmation of the second the student shall lose eligibility for 8 weeks or 8 events, whichever is greater.  (At least six of these events must be in Category I.)  Students who have not attended the information course must attend to regain eligibility.  Parents will be notified and an assessment by the county or other approved agency must be completed in order to regain eligibility. 


Penalty for third and subsequent violations: A student will lose eligibility for 18 weeks or 18 events, whichever is greater.  (At least 12 of these events must be in Category I.)  Parents will be notified and students must attend the information course with an adult.  Assessment by the county or other approved agency must be completed before the student regains eligibility. 


Penalties shall be accumulative beginning with and throughout the student’s participation on a varsity, junior varsity, and sophomore or freshman team.  (Grades 7/8 same as above, except will not accumulate)

Rule for Category II

Penalty for the first violation: Confirmation of the first violation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next four weeks.  A student who successfully completes the information course offered by the school shall serve two weeks. Parents will be notified.

Penalty for the second violation: Confirmation of the second violation, the student will lose eligibility for the next eight weeks.  A student who has not completed the information course must do so.  Parents will be notified and the student must undergo an assessment by the county or other approved agency.
Penalty for the third and subsequent violation: Confirmation of the third violation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next 18 weeks.  Parents will be notified and the student must complete the information course with an adult.  Students must undergo an assessment by the county or other approved agency.

*The MSHSL recognizes a distinction between harassment and violence.  ISD 549 will use the following definitions when applying penalties to these types of issues.

Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination that violates section 703 of title VII of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000e, et seq., and Minnesota Statutes Sections 363.01-.14, the Minnesota Human Rights Act.

A. Sexual harassment consists of unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, sexually motivated physical conduct or other verbal or physical conduct or communication of a sexual nature.  Sexual harassment is illegal but may or may not be criminal activity.

B.   Sexual harassment may include but is not limited to:

1.  verbal, written/graphic harassment or abuse;

2.  subtle pressure for sexual activity;

3. inappropriate patting or pinching;

4. intentional brushing against the individual’s body;

5. demanding sexual favors accompanied by implied or overt threats concerning an individual’s employment or educational status;

6. demanding sexual favors accompanied by implied or overt promises of preferential treatment with regard to an individual’s employment or educational status;

7. any unwelcome toughing of a sexual nature. 

Sexual Violence is a physical act of aggression that involves the touching of another’s intimate parts, either above or underneath the other person’s clothes, or forcing another to touch one’s intimate parts, either above or underneath one’s clothes.  Intimate parts, as defined in Minnesota Statutes 1990, Section 609.341, include the primary genital area, groin, inner thigh, buttocks, or breast of a human being.  Sexual violence is a criminal activity.

A.  Sexual violence may include, but is not limited to:

1.  Touching, patting, grabbing, or pinching another person’s intimate parts, either same sex or opposite sex.

2. Coercing or forcing sexual touching on another;

3. Coercing or forcing sexual intercourse on another;

4. Threatening to force sexual touching or intercourse on another.

5. Note: MSHSL guidelines call for a penalty of 12 months for students who engage in sexual, racial, or religious violence.

PHS ELIGIBILITY FORM
I have read the attached additions to the eligibility guidelines.  I understand and agree to abide by them for the 2011-12 school year.

Print Student’s Name:  __________________________________________

Student’s Signature:  ___________________________________________

Print Parent’s Name:  __________________________________________

Parent’s Signature:  ___________________________________________

Date:  _________________________

